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FREE Ft. McCoy Tailgate 


_ Ft.McCoy Amateur Radio Operators Tailgate June 14th 
Sat. 8:00am until ? It will be held at the Ft. McCoy Commu- 
nity Center off State Rd 316 in Ft.McCoy. East of the 
Ft.McCoy Cross Roads. Tailgaters are $3.00 donation to help 
the community center and the repeater repair fund. $3.00 
donation is optional for those browzing, but would be appre- 
ciated. Talk in is 146.940-KS4ZI/WA4OST Repeater in 
Ft.McCoy,Florida. We will also be monitoring the K4VDX 
6mtr Ocala repeater 53.110 Come out and have a great time 
at the tailgate. Rest Rooms are available. 


For info call 352-546-3967 Tom or 352-546-5755 
Dallas also Bob Dary K4VDX at 352-694-6160. Talk-in per- 
sons will be monitoring 53.110 6 meter K4 VDX repeater. E- 


mail Questions to ks4zi@mercury.net 


Gainesville Hamfest/Computer Show 


Many of you recall the “Poorman’s Hamfest” but it 
has grown to become the tenth annual Gainesville Hamfest 
and Computer Show. The show will be held Friday & Satur- 
day, April 25/26, 1997 at the alachua County Fairgrounds - 
SR-24 and SR-222 in Gainsville Florida. 


_ Set up will be between 1-4PM Friday and 6-8AM Sat- 
urday. The show will offer refreshments and free parking. 
Admission - $5.00, Tailgate - $6.00 and Tables - $8.00. There 
will be overnight camping Friday and Saturday for $10.00/ 
night. 

For Tickets and Tables send check and SASE to: 
Larry Walker (WB4VAU, 4004 NW 14th St., 
Gainesville, FL 32605 or Phone 352-377-0683 (evenings). 


There will ham exams in all classes on Saturday 1|OAM. 
Talk in 146.820 and chatting on 146.985, 222.160 and 
444.925. 


AMSAT scrambling to close funding 


Bap 

The AMSAT-NA Phase 3D fund-raising campaign is 
at minus 150,000 dollar(s) and counting—and that’s assum- 
ing the launch goes off on schedule this summer. At the end 
of 1996, AMSAT-NA figured it needed another 200,000 
dollar(s) to finish the project. The latest AMSAT-NA fund 
campaign has, so far, netted an additional 50,000, dollar(s) 
according to AMSAT-NA Executive Vice President Keith 
Baker, KBISF. ‘’Barring unforeseen problems from now 
until launch, and assuming the early July launch date holds, 
that puts us still short of funds by about 150,000,’’ Baker 
dollar(s) said this week. ‘’We’re still not out’of the woods 
yet, but we’re getting close.”’ 

But the AMSAT-NA shortfall is only part of the total 
Phase 3D funding picture. Baker also says that AMSAT-DL 
(Germany)—which, so far, has invested nearly 2 dollar(s) 
million in Phase 3D compared to nearly | dollar(s).4 million 
for AMSAT-NA—teports it still needs in the vicinity of 
100,000 dollar(s) to complete its share of the Phase 3D ef- 
fort. 

Baker said AMSAT is on target to meet the July 8 or 
July 9 schedule, which is still the official European Space 
Agency launch date for the Ariane 502 rocket. 


Baker said work on the satellite is moving along swiftly, 


and most of the remaining electronic modules, antennas and 
other pieces of the satellite are now at the Phase 3D Integra- 
tion Lab in Orlando, Florida. ‘’ This week, a number of our 
Japanese and European builders will also be in Orlando, along 
with several of their American counterparts, to begin the ‘fi- 
nal-final’ installation and test of antennas as well as integra- 
tion into the satellite and testing of RF and the remaining 
equipment modules,’’ he said. ‘’They’ll roll up their 
shirtsleeves to get the work done.’’ That phase of the job 
will continue through March. Environmental testing of the 
satellite is slated to begin in mid-April. 


The schedule is a tight one, right up until launch time. 
AMSAT anticipates the satellite will be shipped to Kourou, 
French Guyana, sometime in early May for final checkout, 
followed by integration with the Ariane 5 rocket in mid to 
late June. 

‘’Needless to say, it is a very busy (and exciting) time 
for all of us.’’ Baker said. | 

A series of pictures of Phase 3D work in progress is 
available via the AMSAT-NA Web site at http:// 
www.amsat.org. Depending on its workload, the integration 
team hopes to be able to update these photos as work 
progresses. 


HAARP test QSL info 


Reception reports for the HAARP listening test March 
8 (2330 Eastern Time on March 7) mentioned in The ARRL 
Letter (Vol 16, No 8) should be sent to: High Frequency Ac- 
tive Auroral Research Facility, Box 271, Gakona, AK 99573. 
Include your copy of the CW text transmission along with 
signal strength observed during the constant carrier periods. 
A description of the antenna and receiver used would be use- 
ful but is not required. ' 


Auction of Marconi Memorabilia 
Called Off 


The controversial Marconi auction is off! Under pres- 
sure from Marconi family members and others interested in 
preserving the Marconi heritage, GEC-Marconi has put on 
hold an auction of rare memorabilia from the collection of 
Guglielmo Marconi, the man usually credited with the in- 
vention of practical wireless. The items were scheduled to 
go on the auction block at Christie’s South Kensington auc- 
tion house in London during a two-day sale, April 24 and 25, 
1997, but GEC-Marconi spokesman Alan Tull said this week 
that it’s now “very unlikely” that will happen and that the 
company was negotiating to withdraw the collection from 
public sale altogether. i 


“It’s quite a complex process,” said Tull, who’s GEC- 


Marconi’s director of public relations. Tull said the current _ 4 


talks involve a third-party benefactor who has come forward 
with “a viable, businesslike proposal” to ensure long-term 
safekeeping of the collection. Tull said the “vast majority”. 
of the collection consists of ephemera—mostly documents— 
and maintaining it involves “very big money” that GEC- 
Marconi was apparently unwilling to spend. 

“We’re a defense company, we’re not in the museum 
business,” he said. . . 

The items scheduled to be sold have been in the GEC- 
Marconi Museum in Chelmsford, England. Tull said the cur- 
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rent negotiations, which also involve the Science Museum 
of London and “certain interested parties,” are going well. 
“We’re working towards some kind of a solution so that we 
can retain the collection intact and in the UK,” he said. GEC- 
Marconi wants “to do the right thing” to ensure public ac- 
cess as well as long-term safekeeping of the collection, he 
said. The collection’s final location is still up in the air. 

The sale was expected to bring in ?1 million (approxi- 

mately $1.6 million), which GEC-Marconi said was to help 
fund an endowment that would be used to train budding elec- 
tronics teachers. GEC-Marconi was holding the sale as part 
of its Marconi centenary celebration. 
Ray Minichiello, W1BC—the founding chairman of 
the Guglielmo Marconi Foundation USA Inc in Bedford, New 
Hampshire, was overjoyed about the turn of events. “This is 
good news, really!” he said. Minichiello’s father was a friend 
of Marconi’s, and Minichiello himself had met the famous 
inventor. Marconi died of a heart attack in 1937 at age 63. 


British press reports show that Marconi’s daughter, the 
Princess Elettra Marconi-Giovanelli (with support from her 
son and Marconi namesake, Guglielmo Giovanelli-Marconi) 
exerted her influence to get GEC-Marconi Chairman Geoffrey 
Pattie—a Member of Parliament—to rethink the sale. In a 
letter published February 10 in The London Times, Elettra 
Marconi said she was “appalled” to learn of the pending sale. 
“At all costs, these archives should remain in the UK and 
preferably in the town of Chelmsford, where the work of my 
father began,” she wrote. A news report in the same edition 


by Science Editor Nigel Hawkes outlined the effort to keep - 


the collection intact and in England. Earlier in February, the 
Princess also had faxed Pattie directly on the matter, express- 
ing hope that GEC-Marconi’s board would reconsider its 


plans. “These items are part of English heritage,” she said, | 


adding that it “would be shameful for these items to be sold 
overseas.” Elettra Marconi called it “most hurtful” that one 
of the planned sale dates, April 25, coincided with the anni- 
versary of Marconi’s birth. Minichiello said Elettra Marconi 
even “took to the airwaves” of the BBC to make her case. 


According to Christie’s auction brochure, the collec- 
tion “comprises an important cross section of early equip- 
ment and experiments” as well as “important technical, busi- 
ness and personal papers.” Among the individual items is 
Marconi’s 1896 first patent for “Improvements in Wireless 
Telegraphy” (estimated to be worth $1600 to $2400). The 
collection also includes some of the earliest recorded wire- 
less messages, including the first use of wireless to report on 
a sporting event—the Kingstown Regatta in Dublin, Ireland, 
in 1898 (estimated value, $4700 to $7900). 

_ Anumber of early tubes (“valves”) developed by John 
Ambrose Fleming also are in the collection, as is Fleming’s 
November 1904 letter to Marconi in which he reports the 
invention of the “valve” for the first time, and declares, “I 
have not mentioned this to anyone as it may become very 
useful.” Christie’s estimated one such “valve” to be worth 
up to $13,000. | 

Other items include a circa-1900 Marconi coherer re- 
ceiver (valued at between $23,600 and $31,500) and an early 
microphone featuring a mouthpiece fashioned from a cigar 
box, worth up to $12,600. | 

The Guglielmo Marconi Foundation USA Inc plans to 
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open the US National Marconi Museum in Bedford, New 
Hampshire, this summer. Minichiello said the museum “hopes 
to borrow” some of the Marconi memorabilia, although he 
said he did not anticipate having the chance to display any of 
“the most priceless items” from the collection. 


At the bottom of the Solar Barrel 


Sun watcher Tad Cook, KT7H, in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, reports: There was no change in solar flux or sunspot 
activity last week, as we continue to experience the bottom 
of the solar cycle. There were some geomagnetic disturbances 
though, with the worst conditions on February 28, when the 
planetary A index reached 32 and the highest planetary K 
index was 6. Over the next few weeks the geomagnetic field 
should stay predominantly quiet, except that a recurrent coro- 
nal hole with high speed solar wind could rotate into view 
around March 26 and 27. Solar flux should stay in the low to 
mid 70s, with the sun mostly spotless. 

Last week, this bulletin reported that the solar flux on 
February 26 was 74. A closer approximation is 73.8 for that 
date. This does not change the average flux for the week. 

Sunspot numbers for February 27 through March 5 
were 0 each day with a mean of 0. The 10.7-cm flux was 
73.8, 72.8, 73.5, 72.3, 74, 74 and 74.6, respectively, with a 
mean of 73.6. Estimated planetary A indices for the same 
period were 20, 32, 10, 12, 5, 4, and 7, respectively, with a 
mean of 12.9. 
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Airline Security Report Released 


The White House Commission on 
Airline Safety and Security released its 
final recommendations for improving air- 
line security on February 12. The recom- 
mendations include a call for the use of 
the controversial technique of “profiling” 
passengers to determine if they are se- 
curity threats. This would involve cre- 
ating new databases of passengers and 
checking those systems each time a per- 
~ son flies. If the person fits the profile, he 
or she would be subject to more intrusive — 
searches and questioning before being per- 
mitted to board a flight. The Commission 
also recommended the use of security pro- 
files developed by the FBI or CIA. 


At about the same time that the 
Commission report was released, the Washington Post re- 
ported that Arab-Americans were often stopped at airports 
by security officers. 

EPIC has joined a coalition of 19 civil liberties, reli- 
gious, Arab-American and conservative organizations that 
sent a letter to Vice President Gore addressing the privacy 
implications of the recommendations. The letter urges that 
ID checks, profiling, and new intrusive x-ray technology be 
rejected, and that all decisions of the FAA that might affect 
civil liberties be open to public scrutiny. 

More information on the issue, including the final re- 
port and the coalition letter, are available at: 


http://www.epic.org/privacy/faa/ 
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COOKIES - WHY THE FUSS? 


¢ A report issued on Feb. 24 by Statewatch, a London-based advocacy orga- 
nization, shows that the FBI has been working with its counterparts in the Euro- 
pean Union for five years to create a “global tapping system.” The report reveals 
the existence of a Memorandum of Understanding to ensure that surveillance of 
all existing and new technologies is compatible and coordinated with the FBI’s 
efforts to advance its “digital telephony” agenda within the United States. 


* The White House Commission on Airline Safety and Security released its 
final recommendations for improving airline security on February 12. ... The rec- 
ommendations include a call for the use of the controversial technique of “profil- 
ing” passengers to determine if they are security threats. This would involve cre- 
ating new databases of passengers and checking those systems each time a person 
flies. If the person fits the profile, he or she would be subject to more intrusive 
searches and questioning before being permitted to board a flight. The Commis- 
sion also recommended the use of security profiles developed by the FBI or CIA. 


¢ The plaintiffs in the landmark case of Reno v. ACLU submitted their briefs 
to the US Supreme Court on February 20, The case, which will be argued on 
March 19, presents the Court with its first opportunity to apply the First Amend- 
ment to the Internet and will thus have a lasting impact on the medium. 


By making it a crime to distribute certain information to minors, the 
CDA would destroy anonymity on the Internet and mandate the use 
of age and identity verification mechanisms to screen the online 
audience. The brief argues that “it is unconstitutional to require 
adults to ‘register’ in order to gain access to constitutionally pro- 
tected speech” and that “‘a registration requirement would also 
prevent Americans from exercising their First Amendment right to 
engage in communication anonymously on the Internet.” 

¢ The US State Department reports that privacy invasions and illegal wire- 
tapping were widespread across the world in 1996. 

Excerpts from the 1994, 1995 and 1996 State Department reports are 

available at the Privacy International web page at: 
' http://www.privacy.org/pi/reports/ 

Having read this, are you feeling a bit uncomfortable? Do you feel the drum- 
beat of “files” pulsating through these few (and these argonly a few) examples of 
the government’s fixation on accumulating vast databases on everyone? Each of 
these so-called anti-terrorist countermeasures will, in the end, involve the compi- 
lation of some sort of file or database of individual information. 


Mr. Keith D. Mukai of Princeton and Editor of Privacy in the Information 
Age says: 

“This information will be organized into vast databases that will be 
maintained by the government, credit report agencies, the health care 
industry, and employers.” He goes on to say, “This new system 
(Global Information Infrastructure) allows for a lot of access to 
previously confidential files and we are already seeing the negative 
effects that this system has produced. For example, employers and 
insurance companies have begun to discriminate against individuals 
based on samplings of a person’s or fetus’s DNA.” 

The FBI has been relentless in their efforts to expand wiretapping efforts to 
advance their “digital telephony” agenda. The Clinton administration continues 
their attempts to plant a chip in electronic devices to facilitate monitoring (Clipper 
Chip). Some government agencies have the notion that a national ID card, with a 
magnetic strip containing one’s personal data, would be a really neat idea. It has 
been revealed that highly personal medical information is virtually uncontrolled 
after it gets out of the Doctor’s hands. Some employers are trying to screen medi- 
cal histories before considering individuals. 


If the tentacles of the government reach into the Internet, under the current 
conditions they will be able to rape and pillage to their heart’s content. Using the 
Oklahoma bombing as a screen, the government has managed to pass and/or pro- 
pose all manner of initiatives under the pretense of “anti-terrorist” measures that 
infringe on personal privacy rights and are borderline measures usually associated 
with a police state. And théy want more! 
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Cookies continued from page 4 


All this frumping - so what does it have to do with 
cookies? 

If you enjoy having strangers peering into your house, 

perhaps video recording what goes on, or you feel warm and 
fuzzy when somebody trails you everywhere you go - you’ ll 
love cookies. 
Cookies are used to track persons on the Internet. Mar. 
keting firms live and die for statistics on the likes and dis- 
likes of people. By tracking an individual, various entities 
can compile specialized data on where you go, where you’ ve 
been and how often. Cookies is the instrument that supplies 
the information on you, your habits, likes and desires. 

Each time one logs onto a website, one unknowingly 
gives out a lot of information, like it or not. Try out the fol- 
lowing list for size: 


i rovi r tin mi Browser 
r lution, CP. rOvi erver, Y. 
previous location (site), Your 7 ate ress Ba more. Take a a 


look at some (not all) of the information generously pro- 
vided to one site I visited today: 


GATEWAY_INTERFACE => CGI/1.1 
HTTP_CONNECTION => Keep-Alive 
_ HTTP_EXTENSION => Security/Remote-Passphrase 

HTTP_HOST => www.totalweb.co.uk 

HTTP_USER_AGENT => Mozilla/3.01Gold (Win95; I) 

QUERY_STRING => 

REMOTE_ADDR=> _ 206.228.238.31 

REMOTE_HOST => max-roc3-3i.digital.net 

REMOTE_PORT=>_ 1797 

REQUEST_METHOD => GET 

SERVER_ADMIN => enquiry@totalweb.co.uk 

SERVER NAME => www.totalweb.co.uk 

SERVER PORT => 80 

SERVER PROTOCOL 

SERVER SOFTWARE 

TZ => GMT 

If you would like to see a brief picture of your infor- 

mation up close and personal, go to the Center for Democ- / 
racy and Technology at: 


http://www.13x.com/cgi-bin/cdt/snoop.pl 
You'll see a screen like this: 


=> HTTP/1.0 
=> Apache/1.2b4 


To say I’m delighted to share this information with the 
world is to say | would be delighted to find-out I’m termi- 
nally ill. 

Although cookies serve some useful Fanetibs such as 
keeping a record of items one has placed in a shopping bas- 
ket, etc., by and large, cookies are an unwarranted tracking 
device attached to your browser while you roam around the 
web. 
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Of course, one can disable the sending and receiving 
of cookies on the option menu of most browsers. But then, 
everytime a cookie exchange is requested, a warning win- 
dow pops up and if selected, an audible warning sounds. Then 
one must opt to cancel the exchange or approve it. Then there 
are “persistent cookies” which are cookies en masse. Some 
sites will send 10-20 (could be more) in rapid succession 
They can get downright annoying. One must’approve each 
one. Sometimes I find it a good check of my threshold of 
tolerance for the day. 


While cookies are the subject of concern to many, 
they are only a part ofa greater privacy issue that quietly 
takes place in everyone’s computer while you browse the 


Most casual users of the Internet are not aware that a 
huge chronological history file accumulates on your hard disk 
drive. Mine was 5 meg when last checked. A quick read of 
the file will make the hair on your neck stand up. You say 
you’re not a connoisseur of naked Chinese beauties or a pe- 


dophile. You might have trouble explaining the presence of 


web sites such as these, or seamy images on your computer 
to the FBI or an HRS agent. How they get there is very simple 
and usually innocent - sometimes when one does a search 
(especially with sophisticated search programs like 
QuarterDeck Web Compass or Symantec Web Find) one ar- 
rives at web sites not fit for family consumption. While do- 
ing research on the “cookies” topic, I managed to arrive at a 
sexually explicit web site. The search engine spotted the word 
cookies, as one could imagine how it applies to the topic. 
For all the Moms reading this, I also found about 200 recipes 
for Chocolate Chip Cookies. The fact is, if you happen to 
click (accidentally or out of curiosity) on a topic or graphic, 
it becomes a matter of record on your hard disk and any graph- 
ics will be retained for a matter of time. Of course, if one 
knowingly goes to these sites, they will be on your hard disk. 
Neat huh? Now I ask you, would anyone in their right mind 
make a copy of their Internet meanderings and send it to 
their “friendly” FBI or HHS office? Well you might as well 
do just that because just about anybody with the neceSsary 
smarts can extract this information from your computer while 
you are active on the Internet. But that ain’t necessarily so if 
you refuse to send or accept COOKIES or employ a program 
such as NSCleanNT that continually purges critical files from 
your computer. 

Just in case you think I’m hyperventilating over cook- 
ies, | challenge you to go to: 

http://www.thecodex.com/hack.html 

Did you do it? Did you see your entire computer con- 
tent appear before your very eyes? Did you check to see if 
you could rummage around in your computer? Who’s to say 
someone on the other end can’t do the same thing? It’s pretty 
simple isn’t it? It’s the type of thing that makes my hair hurt 
and causes an onset of hives. 

In an ordinary Internet session, what sort of 
record does a computer keep? 

¢ History File - The history file keeps a list of EVERY 
picture, location, filename, download and address you’ve 
ever seen. The history file is continuously appended. It grows 
to enormous size and serves no particular function - at least I 
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Cookies continued from page 5 


don’t think it does. There is, within the history file, encrypted 


data; its use or non-use baffles me. I don’t subscribe to the 
black helicopter stuff but then - what is encrypted data doing 


in the history file that ostensibly serves no particular func- 


tion in the scheme of browsers? 


* Cache - The cache system keeps all screens and pic- 
tures you’ve visited during the current Internet session for 
quick retrieval when necessary. The cache purges itself as it 
exceeds your optional cache size limitation. However, there 
could be a sizable record of your sessions contained in the 
current cache. Once you exit browser, it is not useable but it 
remains on your hard disk. 


¢ Newsgroups - There is a database of all newsgroups 
visited, messages read, along with their associated message 
numbers. Given the reputation of a large number of 
newsgroups, one might not delight in sharing one’s choice 
of selected readings with just anyone. Also, if one gets af- 
flicted with a wild hair and decides to “anonymously” threaten 
to blow up the White House or post dirty pictures to a con- 
vent, the fuzz might find the “smoking file” on your hard 
disk. I certainly don’t advocate protection for decadent indi- 
viduals but then, posters to newsgroups have been arrested 
for strenuous remarks deemed to be inflammatory, threaten- 
ing or harassing in the eyes of some. 


¢ E-mail address and Password - Theoretically this 
information, entered in your browser’s options, to facilitate 
sending and receiving mail, is used at the discretion of the 
user. Not true. Remote websites are able to “extract” this 
information without you ever knowing it. In fact, if you’re 
under the impression that by not sending a cookie when re- 
quested, you avoid sending your e-mail address, you’re sadly 
mistaken. CGI and PERL scripts are the culprits that capture 
your e-mail address. That’s how you’ re “selected” to receive 
all the unsolicited e-mail that appears in your mailbox. If 
they can snag the address and password, what’s to prevent 
them from snagging just about anything else? How about 
your financial transaction passwords for a starter! I used to 
keep a file containing all my credit card numbers, PIN num- 
bers, safe combinations and other sensitive information. No 
more! All that stuff is hard copy kept in a safe. If] forget the 
combination, I have it encrypted using an old method I learned 
in crypto school. If I die, bring on the blow torches! 

* Cookies File - Ah, the cookies file. The cookies file 
is touted as the repository for information, deposited by 
websites for later recovery, to use for - to use for - To use for 
what!? A few sites will become uncooperative if you won’t 
accept their cookies and others lure you with special screens 
and other enhancements. THEY ALL WANT YOUR 
COOKIE! Cookie advocates say they use cookies to store 
“membership” passwords to allow access to sites. Well that’s 
a lot of bull! Cookies information is “sent in the clear” and 
anyone that possesses the most fundamental of reading skills 
can read a password. Many cookies feed a counter that tal- 
lies each visit of specific users to a web site. They say this 
for statistical analysis to cull high frequency users in order 
to determine the cross section of users. Although the stated 
_ reasons are laudable, suppose one has a peculiar interest in 
nuclear bomb construction, makes frequent visits to an ap- 
plicable website, and then then’some agency decides to sub- 
poena the records of that website. Your 49 visits to the website 
will surely impress any agent worth his salt. 


One way to avoid guilt by association is to travel. the 
Internet anonymously. This is easier said than done. A popu- - 
lar method is to connect to a website that strips you of your 
unique identity and you become anonymous. One then 
browses the Internet from that particular website. The 
Anonymizer is one of these websites. If you would like to 
see how it works, go to: f 

http://www.anonymizer.com/ 

One of my gripes with this procedure is that it is incon- 
venient and I perceive the whole browsing experience to be 
slowed down considerably. Also, despite reassurances by the 
website, the record of activities must be maintained and could 
be obtained by aggressive investigators. 

The key to anonymous browsing is to shed your. iden- 
tity before browsing on to the Internet. NSCleanNT allows 
one to set an alias that only will be recognized by your ser- 
vice provider. One has the ability to toggle between alias 
and actual at any time. Using the alias does not guarantee 
total anonymity but it does make it difficult for websites to 
identify a specific user. However, tracing an alias through 
your service provider is relatively easy. " 


What can we do? 


A solution for Cookie paranoiacs is to use programs 
such as Cookie Crusher by 7he Limit Software or the soon 
to be released PGPcookie.cutter from Pretty Good Privacy. 
Generally, these programs reject sending or receiving cook- 
ies and are good in that they spare the user from manually 
rejecting those “persistent cookies” talked about above. Of 
course, most people have their browsers set for minimum 
(default) aggravation (automatically accept cookies) and are 
never aware of what’s going on behind their browsers...and 


their backs. B But - these programs don’t address the problem 
of the cancerous history, cache and newsgroup files growing 
silently on your hard drive. But then, NSCleanNT takes care 
of that quite efficiently. 

NSCleanNT allays the fears of many Tnternet users 
who cast a jaundiced eye at secret recordkeeping that takes 
place on one’s computer, by allowing you to per any or 
all of the following actions, atany time: i ce 

*Use alias User ID while online * Kill records y news 
site visits * Kill records of subscribed news * Kill records in 
history database * Kill records in URL window list © Kill 
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_ records in cookie file list * Kill all bookmark Souines * Kill 


cache containing old activity. 


I spoke with the creator of NSCleanNT and he ind- 
cated that once Netscape Communicator stabilizes its code, 
he will be upgrading the program to include selective cookie 
operations in addition to the “nuke-all” they are presently 
doing. The user will be able to tag certain cookies as “keep- 
ers” and then dynamically reject all others. This will allow 
folks to keep cookies which contain customizing sii while 
throwing cold water on others. 

There are various tips and tricks one can perform ¢ to 
discourage the cookie monster such as changing the attributes 
of the cookies and history files to system, hidden and read 
only files. However, I have found this to cause problems while 
browsing, unexpected faults and other miscellaneous anoma- 
lies Of course, | might have erred in my fixes too. Then, ’m 
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Save a dollar, spend a hundred? 
Last month, I scavenged through the piles of lost 
‘motherboards at the Orlando Hamfest only to come up with 
a real diamond in the rough, a PCI 486 card in pretty good 
_ shape. I brought my three dollar purchase, fixed the broken 
connector and fired it up. Sure enough, it worked great. Wow, 
a real 486 board with PCI connectors and cache that’!l run 
the fast ones!! I was ready to make the swap ( keep in mind 
that I was using a 386 board with an upgrade chip in it). 
In true ham tradition, the goal was to spend as little 
money as possible. So first, I arranged a sale of my old 
‘motherboard and memory to another computer deprived ham 
and with the money that I received, I bought a new fast 
memory stick, 16 Megabytes at that. The new card only had 
four ISA slots and my old one had six cards. So next, | traded 
another card in my treasure box for a PCI video card. I packed 
all of my cards but one in my clone case and rebooted into 
Windows 95. So far, so good. The operating system added 
some new features like the PCI BUS and Plug and Play con- 
trol. The new video came up and ran like a champ. I’m 
almost-home free but | still had one more Communications 
card without a home. 

» I.had-to swap one of the ISA cards for a PCI card to 
make room. The logical choice, of course, is the SCSI con- 
troller. My old, reliable Future Domain card had an eight bit 
bus and a maximum throughput of 3 megabytes per second. 
My fast SCSI hard disk could easily outrun the controller 
and PCI SCSI controllers were common and solid these days. 
So, I dialed up the number of a mail order house and ordered 
an NCR SCSI controller that uses the BIOS built into the 
motherboard. I’ve done this before and they work great and 
luck would have it; this new card supported the NCR SCSI 
chip. The SCSI card cost less than thirty dollars and abso- 
lutely screams. What a deal! 

The box comes. I open the case, pull out the old card 
‘and pop in'the new one. This should be a no-brainer. The 
two cards even use the same Master Boot Record. Sure 
enough, Windows 95 booted on the first try, detected the 
new SCSI card and installed the driver. I rebooted, and after 


some thrashing, the system was back up andrunning. What!! — 


NOCD ROM! -A quick check of the Device Configuration 

revealed the answer. The SCSI driver was not running. Oh 

well, now I have to fix it. Unfortunately, Windows 95 does 

- not-levy significant built-in test requirements on the driver 

vendors. If the driver doesn’t come up, it’s virtually impos- 
; / 


BBC Sells Domestic Service 
Castle Transmission Services, a firm created for the 
buy, will take command of the BBC’s 738 transmitter sites 


in Britain, in the first privatization of any part of the BBC, 
officials said. The group also purchased the BBC Home Ser- 
vice headquarters in Warwick and other properties. 
Other partners in the venture include TeleDiffusion de 
__ |France, the US- based Berkshire Fund, and Britain’s Candover 
‘|Investment. ~ 
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sible to identify the problem so I usually resort to the trial 
and error method at this point. 


Well, I tried everything. I swapped cables, I swapped | 
interrupts, nothing helped. By this time I’ve spent a week of 
spare time and have only frustration to show for it. 


When in doubt, swap it out. So, I scrounged another 
motherboard from work, plugged it in and, sure enough, ev- 
erything starting working. It’s aoyioey the motherboard, 
so now, on to the repair. 

The first logical step is anew BIOS. These days, with 
the search and download capability of the Internet, vendors 
are releasing cards with buggy software and posting the fixes 
to the web (the World Wide Web, that is). The product hits 
the market sooner and the customer can always snag the lat- 
est software. A little research identified the vendor and a 
little more identified the model number. But, no BIOS for 
this card. The Web Site lists the card and its features but 
that’s about it. An e-mail to the company, in Taiwan, goes 
unanswered. 


The next place to look is the UseNet groups. I use the 
Dejanews Search engine (http:www.dejanews.com) to search 
the UseNet groups for postings about my card and | find 
several. Some of the postings complain of the very same 
problem that I am having. But, still no BIOS information. 


I post some help requests to the active PC news groups 
and I get my answer pretty quickly, just not the one I wanted. 
The consensus was “Get a New Board, this one has prob- 
lems”. 

So much for my three dollar motherboard. 

In all fairness, if I was using an EIDE hard drive, | 
would probably be humming along right now. But, where 
there’s one problem, there’s usually many, I just hadn’t found 
them yet. va 

So now I’m in the market for a new mother 
while I’m at it, I may as well buy a fast Per 
memory... So much for my low cost solution. 


73/Steve 


9501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 


Amateur & Commercial 
e-mail: w4sn@aol.com 


W 4 SN Telephone 


954-989-4658 


H.B. Fraser 
President 


Cookies continued from page 6 


not always enamored with dinking around with files that seem 
crucial to proper operation of an application. More often than 
not, I end up with nothing that works. 

The whole cookie issue sounds like one has a diaboli- 
cal desire to achieve anonymity in order to wreak havoc on 
the Internet. There may be a few but most desire to preserve 
what remnants of privacy they still have, plus build a firewall 
against unwanted intrusions by websites and unwanted e- 
mail. 

As files of personal information are compiled, ex- 
changed, consolidated and disseminated without appropri- 
ate control mechanisms or regard for persona! privacy, the 
vulnerability of individuals to discrimination, litigation, and 


manipulation increases dramatically. Cookie crushing may ~ 


seem like small potatoes in the larger scheme of things but 
when one’s last bastion of privacy, the home and the per- 
sonal computer, is threatened with intrusive tactics, I draw 
the line. : 
Conclusion 

Until the issue of individual privacy rights is clearly 
defined and enforced (I doubt it will be anytime soon), one 
must remain vigilant to each threat, be it large or small. Un- 
less one has complete disregard for privacy, or in the case of 
many, have surrendered their souls to Big Brother, one must 
take measures to counter each problem as it arises. Despite 
the assurances of privacy by the browser moguls, one can’t 
reasonably expect that to be true. In the interest of promot- 
ing browsers and ensuring their compatibility with related 
software products, browser software is provided to many 
companies - many whose intentions are less than noble. 


As for me, I currently use Cookie Crusher and 
NSCleanNT ver 4.05. I also keep an eye on all those stealth 
files on my computer. When I venture into unexplored terri- 
tory or questionable websites, I watch for any strange machi- 
nations on my browser and listen for unusual activity with 
my hard disk. It might not prevent anything but it makes me 
feel safer and keeps me on the alert. 

The Web Weasles can proclaim the virtues of the harm- 
less cookie all they want but the only cookie | trust is one 
you can eat! 

Check the following websites: 

NSCleanNT - 
http://axxis. conv ae ucts aus ascraunG html 
Cookie Crusher - 
http://www.thelimitsoft.com 
The Anonymiser - 
http://www.anonymizer.com/ 
CDT Privacy Demo - 
http://www. 13x.com/cgi-bin/cdt/snoop.pl 
Pretty Good Privacy (PGP) - 
http://www.pgp.com 
Sources: 
. HotWired 
. Pretty Good Privacy - Phil Peiceanal 
. Netscape Communications Corporation . 
. Privacy in the Information Age - Keith D. Mukai, Princeton University 
. Cookie Central - Website 
Electronics Privacy Information Center (EPIC) 
Center for Democracy and Technology (CDT) 
Altus Software Marketing 
The Limit Software 
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Lookin’ For Online Bargain? - 
Oklahoma Bombing Trial Online 


Pubnetics said the transcripts will be online within one 
hour after they are released by the court reporter. It’s be- 
lieved to be the first time official transcripts of a major trial 
have been distributed electronically via the Web. 

The company said it delivers the transcripts to its sub- 
scribers via via e-mail as well as publishing them on the 
Internet. Weekly CD-ROMs will also be available. But be 
prepared for a hefty bill if you use the service. 

The full service carries a price tag of $749 a month, 
plus $1 per transcript page. The company estimates that will 
come to about $6,700 per month, and the trial could last six 
months or longer. 


For daily downloads the cost is $46 per day and $1 per 
transcript. The user must provide Pubnetics with a major 
credit card number. 

The weekly CD-ROM sells for $149 per week to 
monthly subscribers. Non-subscriber costs start at $695 per 
week and increase $50 each week of the trial. 

Despite its hefty cost the online offering may be as 
close as most people, including journalists, get to hearing 
the actual words uttered in the court room. The trial judge 
has ruled there will be no audio or video recordings made in 
the courtroom and space for reporters is limited. 


“The federal court system has allowed court reporters 
to charge $1 per page,” Pubnetics spokesman Martin 
Steinberg told Newsbytes of the high cost. “We tried to ad- 
just those prices and were turned down,” said Steinberg. He 
said Pubnetics makes its profit on the service charges and on 
the CD-ROMs and other services offered. 

Pubnetics is already delivering trial-related informa- 
tion to its subscribers via e-mail and on its CyberCourt Web 
site at http://www.okcitytrial.com. Once the trial starts, sub- 
scribers will be able to get their transcripts twice daily fol- 
lowing each morning and afternoon court session. 

Interested parties can view the transcripts by e-mail in 
the Pubnetics format and using a Pubnetics viewer. Subscrib- 
ers who have a secure password can view the transcripts as 
hypertext markup language (HTML) documents on the 
Internet using a Netscape Navigator or Microsoft Explorer 
browser. The transcripts can also be downloaded and read 
offline using the Pubnetics viewer, which can also be down- 
loaded from the Pubnetics site. 


In addition to the actual transcripts, the Web site will 
also offer the official list of all documents entered in the case, 
such as motions, pleadings, and exhibits. Each document is 
linked to the exhibit list, so a viewer can jump to the docu- 
ment by clicking on its listing. The digital library of docu- 
ments already contains over 20,000 documents. 

The company said the entire Web site will be repro- 
duced weekly on a CD-ROM authored using the Pubnetics 
viewer. Up to 300 pages of transcript are expected to go online 
daily. 

In addition to its trial information Web page Pubnetics 
also operates its own home page at http://www.pubnetics.com . 
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Suddenly it was over. At dawn on May 4th, the dark 
silhouette of Raoul Island appeared over the horizon. As we 
approached, the early morning light revealed a rocky coast- 
line with sea cliffs up to 800 feet high surrounding the island 
and heavy swells crashing the rocky beaches. It was clear 
that landing here was difficult - the main 
reason why so few DX operations have 
been carried out from this island. 


The island’s present shape is the 
result of volcanic eruptions dating back 
to 2000 BC, with the most recent erup- 
tion in 1964 when black mud, steam, 
and rocks shot up five miles. Earth- 
quakes occur frequently, keeping the 
Department of Conservation permanent 
staff on the island in a constant state o 
alert. 

The Evohe anchored at Fishing 
Rock Point on the north side of the is- 
land, which has a gantry crane and a 
flying fox, making it the only suitable 
location to land large amounts of heavy expedition cargo. 

By daybreak, the weather had improved considerably 
and the DOC officer in charge was contacted on marine VHF 
radio for assistance in getting ashore. It took over thirty trips 
by Zodiac and more than ten hours of hard work to move the 


Al, WA3YVN with Raoul Island in background. 
; Morning of May 4, 1996 


team and all cargo to the expedition field site. 


Team members were motored in by Zodiac. Landing 
procedures were difficult, consisting of pressing the bow of 
the Zodiac against a rock face, allowing an individual to jump 
cautiously onto a slippery ledge and climb up about 15 feet 
to the flat rock jetty. He had only one chance to make a clean 
jump on to the slippery ledge. A miscalculation or hesitation 


would certainly result in a drop to the water below as the — 


Zodiac had to quickly back out to avoid being crushed against 
the rock by heavy swells. 

Procedures for landing cargo were to load the gear into 
Zodiacs, race the zodiac to shore with the gear in cargo nets, 
making a flying pass at the crane hook. The net was snagged 
on the hook as the zodiac dangerously pitched up and down 
in the swells. Zodiac operators had to dodge the load as the 
crane hoisted it up and swung it around on the rock. 
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The gear was loaded onto a flying fox and lifted 800 
feet to the top of the cliff, then unloaded from the nets onto 
a trailer pulled by a tractor for a two-mile drive on a track 
along the edge of the cliff to the operating site. The flying 
fox was unsafe for lifting personnel, so the expeditioners had 
to climb the steep cliff. This was not an easy task for those 

who had spent the previous four days 
fasting and seasick. 


The next 24 hours were spent set- 
ting up the field camp spread over a 200 
by 200 foot area on a flat plateau look- 
ing northward over the Pacific ocean. 
Two tribanders, a WARC band duo- 
bander and four vertical antennas went 
up without mishaps. Even a large delta 
loop antenna for 40 and 80 meters was 
suspended high from huge Norfolk 
pines. 

Four radio stations were as- 
sembled consisting of Yaesu FT-1000, 
FT-1000MP and FT-900 transceivers 
and an assortment of power amplifiers, 
rtty modems, portable computers, cw 
keyers, band-pass filters and antenna tuners. 


The first contact. 


Finally at 0400 UTC on May Sth, the much anticipated 
Kermadec operation got underway with the first contact made 
on 20 meters single sideband by Ken Holdom with radio sta- 
tion AA2GQ. This was followed by contacts with AA7UN, 
K7OH, K6UMB and K4MZU. Within a few minutes four 
stations were on the air, and it was then that we realized that 
it had all been worthwhile. From this point on, it was hour- 
after-hour of exciting DX at its best. 

The team operated day and night using rotating shifts 
with operators achieving at times QSO rates of over 200 per 
hour. 

The next nine days found operators settling into daily 
routines. Some enjoyed night work more than others, and 
Peter and Bin were always vigilant of sunrise and sunset 
around the world, working the always difficult 160 meter 
openings. 


Crane hook was used to lift expedition cargo from zodiacs. 


Continued on next page 
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Kermadec - Continued from page 9 


The division between day and night became blurred. 
Sleep was difficult with the noise of generators and radio 
activity. By the second day, Bin, Al, and Peter began to op- 
erate rtty which was a mode of operation in great demand 
from this location. 


As the number of radio contacts increased, QSO rates 
on some bands began to drop-off, signaling that most of the 
need had been satisfied. Hams from all over the world gave 
high marks to the DX eatin often thanking the team for 
a job well done. 

Even with this level of success, some parts of the world 
didn’t fare well due to propagation conditions. Many opera- 
tors in Western Europe will have to wait for another opera- 
tion from the Kermadecs since “old sol” did not favor Eu- 
rope very much this time. 


RAOULISLAND AND CONSERVATION 
EFFORTS 


Expeditioners found time to relax between busy oper- 
ating schedules, hiking and exploring the island. Day tem- 
peratures ranged from 55 to 68 degrees Fahrenheit, and night 
temperatures from 50 to 60 degrees. 

The New Zealand department of conservation, which 
began to manage the Kermadec Islands in 1987, maintains a 
permanent staff of four to five scientists on Raoul on one- 
year contracts. One of the conservation priorities on the is- 
land is control of non-native plants. The staff also operates 
the seismic and meteorological station providing vital infor- 
mation to the global weather and seismic network. These 
facilities are located in a cluster of white buildings which 
provides a sharp contrast against the green vegetation. 


Al, WA3YVN shortly after landing on Raoul Island. 


The island’s vegetation consists of a tangle of palms, 
shrubs, and large-leafed trees typical of sub-tropical regions. 
Wisps of steam still rise from a gaping volcanic caldera in 
the center of the island where three lakes lie in craters of past 
eruptions. Fumaroles spitting scalding water and frequent 
earthquakes are constant remainders that the island is an ac- 
tive volcano. 

We were surprised to find the lush green forests of the 
island to be almost silent. The birds that once inhabited the 
island have largely disappeared - decimated by the introduc- 

~ tion of cats and rats over the last 150 years by whalers and as 
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a results of ship wrecks. These mammals are a lethal combi- 
nation on the island’s bird population. Rats eat the eggs and - 
chicks while the cats prey on the adult birds. 


THESTORM AND GRAND FINALE 


Back at the radio camp all equipment continued to op- 
erate well, and we enjoyed good weather conditions until 
May 12, when one of the two 5 kilowatt generators broke 
down with no possibility of repairs and a strong tropical cy- 
clone brought winds of 50 knots to the island, damaging the 
160 meter antennas. 

At this point, with more than 30,000 contacts logged, 
we began to prepare for departure, and on the last evening 
on the island took a few hours off to attend a cookout as 
guests of DOC’s staff. we’ 

The final hours of operation yielded a few thousand 
more QSOs. The last contact of the expedition was madé'by 
station UR4LWC, on 20 meters, May 13th, at 1638 UTC. By 
4:00 a.m. local time, with 34,000 contacts in the logs, the 
team began dismantling and packing the remaining radios 
and antennas, and by 8:00 a.m. everyone was ready to go. 
The same procedures used to bring the gear to the field camp 

were followed in reverse. 


SHARKS, CYCLONE AND THE: END > 


All gear was loaded into a trailer in cargo nets, moving 
it two miles to the flying fox, down to the rock, and finally to 
the Evohe. By 2:00 p.m. local time on May 14th, the team 
and all gear were safely back aboard and ready for what was 
to be a very rough trip back to New Zealand. 

The Evohe made one last stop at L’Esperance rock, 
which is the southernmost island in the Kermadec group. This 
rock shelters a helicopter landing pad and. fuel depot and is 
used for long range search and rescue operations in this re- 
gion. 

We took time for a swim and two divers from theaip: 
surveyed the underwater marine life reporting seeing a large 

school of Galapagos sharks. The news of the sharks was not 
as alarming as the weather report received warning all ships 
in the area of approaching tropical cyclones. 

For three days we went through hell in the high seas as 
60 knot winds and monstrous waves pounded the ship from 
all directions. Finally, as the sun was setting on May 18th, 
the Evohe, with the only remaining engine barely working 
and wind-ripped sails, arrived in Napier to everyone’s relief, . 
thus writing the final chapter to this great acy 

QSO STATISTICS 


We were active on all HF bands (160m: . 10m) and 
primary modes (CW, SSB and RTTY). The team made 34,000 
QSOs including 1,439 on rtty and 303 on 160m with the fol- 
lowing break down by continent and mode: 


The above data shows a QSO split by of 54.6% SSB, 
41.2% CW and 4.2% RTTY. 
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Kermadec - Continued 


PRIMARY EQUIPMENT AND FINAL RE- 
MARKS > 


The feedback received from the DX community indi- 
cates that ZL8RI was a_ successful expedition. Personally, I 
enjoyed the company of the entire expedition team and the 
warm hospitality that they and their families extended me in 
New Zealand. All QSLs were handled directly by Ken 
Holdom, ZL2HU, with help from the New Zealand team 
members. 

This expedition would not have been possible without 
the support of many equipment manufacturers. The primary 
equipment consisted of Yaesu radios and linear amplifiers; 
Nagara, Cushcraft, The Radio Works Super Delta Loop and 
K9AY 160/80 Expedition Antenna; Timewave DSP filters; 
_ LinkPlus LinkMate Lincompex units; ZJ Electronics low band 
accessories and Heil Sound boom sets. 

__..Permission to land on Raoul Island was granted by the 
New Zealand Department of Conservation (DOC). This ex- 
pedition wouldn’t have been possible without the support 
and cooperation from DOC personnel at Raoul Island. 

Our sincere thanks go to NCDXF, INDEXA, the world 
wide DX community, and the many clubs, foundations, DX 
news letters and equipment manufacturers that helped make 
this expedition possible by providing much needed finances, 
equipment, and expert advice to the expedition team, It is 
‘with utmost respect that we say thank you. For all of us, the 
Kermadec Islands dream is now areality and we can finally 
say “Been there...Done That” 73s DE AL, WA3YVN. 


THE VIDEO 


.. A professionally-produced 30 minute video (VHS 
NTSC) is available from Al, WA3YVN. The video shows 
the journey, the island and the operation from the DX end. 
This video is full of DX excitement which gives you the feel- 
ing of being there. You can purchase this video for $25.00 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling in the USA. Please send 
check payable to: 


SGI DX Expeditions 
P.O. BOX 2235 
Melbourne, FL 32902 USA 


|. ORDER FORM 
ZLSRI Kermadec Islands Video 


| Quantity: 
Shipping & handling: $__3.00_ 


Total: $ 
| Please make check payable to: SGI DX Expeditions 


$25.00 each: $ 
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Radio Amateur Callbook 
Goes CD Only 


It’s the end of an era for The Radio Amateur Callbook. 
Publisher Bob Hughes announced March 17 in a letter to 
Callbook distributors that the comany is phasing out its tele- 
phone-book-size paper North American and international 
editions in favor of its CD-ROM product. The 1997 
Callbook—the 75th edition—will be the last hard-copy ver- 
sion available. The letter cited “rising costs and increasing 
demand for electronic publishing” as the reasons for the 
company’s decision to concentrate on the CD-ROM version, 
which includes worldwide listings. North American and in- 
ternational editions of the paper Callbook, a staple for years 
in many active ham shacks, sell for around $40, while the 
CD-ROM sells for around $50. The Callbook began pub- 
lishing in 1920. Radio Amateur Callbook is produced by 
Watson-Guptill Publications. 

The spring CD-ROM edition of the Callbook will be 
available at the Dayton Hamfest, Hughes’ told distributors. 

According to Hughes’ letter, the company has “a lim- 
ited supply of the printed edition” and anticipates that de- 
mand will be great once the word gets out. The last printed 
version will carry a label indicating “Last Edition of the 
Callbook.” (For orders, call 800-278-8477; e-mail 
103424.2142@compuserve.com.) 


NASA TV moves 


On March 15, NASA Television (NTV) began broad- 
casting via a new satellite that will allow reception by a wider 
audience throughout the continental US, Alaska and Hawaii. 
NTV now is available on GE-2, transponder 9C at 85 W, 
vertical polarization, at 3880 MHz, and audio at 6.8 MHz. 
NASA Television provides real-time coverage of agency 
activities and missions as well as resource video to the news 
media, and educational programming to teachers, students 
and the general public. —AMSAT News Service 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue. 
tel. 407- 894-3238 ¢ toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espajiol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 


tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-4971 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO « AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD « SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI ¢ WICKLIFFE, OH « LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 


With the January issue, SKIP be- 
gan a series of insightful articles on the 
trends in amateur radio, written by Billy 
Williams (N4UF). Mr. Williams plans 
to address other topics and if you have 
a suggestion or request, drop SKIP 

* Magazine a note. SKIP thanks the Bal- 
anced Modulator, the publication of 
North Florida Amateur Radio Society 
for their assistance in presenting this 
series of articles. Ed. 


What’s the future 
for Ham-Radio 
Clubs? 


by Billy Williams, N4UF 

Radio clubs have existed for over 
75 years but it was not until the conclu- 
sion of World War II that Amateur Ra- 
dio clubs, associations and societies 
peaked in popularity. Most pre-war 
clubs were experimenter groups inter- 
ested in the new, emerging technology 
of electronics and communication sci- 
ence. Locally, the Jacksonville Radio 
Club was active in the 1930s. Though 
hams belonged, Amateur Radio was not 
the only focus. 


After FCC lifted the wartime ban 
on Amateur Radio operation in 1945, 
an evolution from a mostly technical, 
science-oriented club model to a mul- 
tipurpose group accelerated. The fo- 
cus narrowed with Amateur Radio be- 
coming the main criteria for club affili- 
ation Recruitment of newcomers, train- 
ing classes for the new novice class li- 
cense, public relations, more operating 
events, emergency communications 
assistance and exchange of technical 
information became major objectives of 
many clubs. 

Until the late 1960s, hams in an 
area were usually unified under a single 
club banner. The ham population then 
was about a third of what it is today. A 
large club had 75 members. 

Around 1970 VHF-FM and re- 
peaters soared in popularity. Commer- 
cial technology of the 60s became avail- 
able cheaply to hams as surplus. Early 
repeaters usually required combined ef- 
forts of hams in an area to finance, in- 
stall and maintain. Traditional, general 
interest groups became fragmented and 
were often indifferent to interests of 
those who were amazed by repeaters, 
autopatches and the novelty of reliable 
local mobile-to-mobile communica- 
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tions capability. A ham with an HT in 
public in 1973 brought looks of amaze- 
ment, from non-hams who gasped as an 
autopatch was conducted. Today, such 
capability is routine but in the 70s, it 
was a big breakthrough. 

Special interest clubs with a nar- 
row focus characterized the 1970s. 
VHF-FM/repeater groups were the 
most popular followed by DX/contest 
groups and later came digital clubs. 
General interest clubs continued to de- 
cline in the 1980s although not drasti- 
cally. 

Historically, hams have not been 
attracted to clubs in major percentages. 
In a midsize city of 1,000 hams, typi- 
cally about 350 to 400 will be active at 
any one time. Many operators run “hot 


and cold” over the years drifting be- . 


tween active participation and inactiv- 


ity. Hams are not known as joiners. 

About 250 of the 1,000 hams will 
belong to ARRL. 180 or so will join a 
local club and about 60 of those will 
regularly attend club functions and 
meetings. And a core group of about. 
50 (5% of the total) will serve as offic- 
ers or project chairpersons. It is this 
core group which is key to the future of 
Amateur Radio clubs. 


Increasingly, members of the 
1990s tend to have a “‘been there, done 
that” outlook when it comes to volun- 
teering for club duties. Many will per- 
form a function one or two times and 
then move on. Ham radio and clubs 
rate a low priority. Many members 
come to view themselves more as “sub- 
scribers” than as members. They ex- 
pect to receive club services such as 


repeater access and autopatch use but © 


are not motivated to exert much effort 
aside from paying annual dues. A re- 
peater group officer once remarked that 
the best way to ensure a big meeting 
turnout was to have the repeater “crash” 
a few days before the meeting.and stay 
off the air. Members who have not been 


to a function in years will turn out de- 
manding to know the cause of the in- 
terruption of their “service” and upon 
whom to fix the blame. While some- 
what overstated, there is some truth. 

Most clubs (Amateur Radio and 
otherwise) are possible due to efforts 
of that 5% core. These operators re- 
peatedly take part in club activities and 
lead projects. Some remain active for 
decades.. The future of clubs rests on 
keeping this core at critical mass. With- 
out a sufficient core, a club will not 
function. An interesting facet is that 
although our clubs membership has var- 
ied from 60 to almost 500 over the - 
years, the size and quality of the core 
has been largely independent of the 
membership size during any year. A 
club of 60 members might have 15 core 
members while a club of 500 might 
have 20 or 30! 


Large clubs are preferable be- 
cause when regulatory problems arise, 
officials tend to listen to large groups 
of people rather than individuals. Post- 
age breaks for mailing newsletters are 
available whenever 200 or more are 
sent at the same time. 


Clubs which survive will be those 
who identify those activities which can 
attract the interest of core members who 
then promote the activity to the mem- 
bership. Members vote for, or against 
an activity, by their participation or. 
non-participation. Clubs usually have 
limited resources in funds and volun- 
teers and these should be focused on a 
limited number of well-chosen activi- 
ties. 
Activities should be oriented to- 
ward the entry-level ham although more 
advanced alternatives can be included 
if volunteer resources permit. Meetings 
should not be too technical; an EE de- 
gree shouldn’t be necessary to under- 
stand the speakers. 

A trend is toward fewer in-per- 
son meetings. Some special interest 
clubs have cut back to quarterly meet- 
ings. Some general interest clubs meet 
every other month. ; 

Club newsletters may become 
endangered. Nationally, many clubs 
have dropped them. The newsletter of | 
the future may be delivered electroni- 
cally. Club functions and activities 
change as the years pass. 

Next Month: Public Service and 
Amateur Radio 
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April and spring come together 
in Florida and the Southeastern states 
with a strong hint of the summer to 
come. Looking at the summer of 1996, 
in terms of hurricane activity, Army 
_.MARS members and the citizens they 
serve enjoyed a very quiet season. 
There was effective Army MARS sup- 

_ port for North Carolina and states to the 


Northeast who did suffer with Hurri- ° 


‘canes Bertha and Fran. Florida’s only 
direct brush with nature’s fury was with 
Tropical Storm Josephine who entered 

the state at Apalachicola and exited 
north of Jacksonville. 


1995 was the most severe hurri- 
cane season in history; 1996 was one 
of the quietest. 1997? This remains to 
be seen. Do the seasons alternate? 
There is no certain way to tell. 


Dr. William Gray of Colorado 
State University’s Weather Phenomena 
Center correctly forecast the devastat- 
ing 1995 hurricane season and the more 
benign 1996 season. His hurricane pre- 
diction for 1997 calls for a slightly 
above average season with eleven tropi- 
cal storms, seven of which are expected 
to become hurricanes. Three of those 
hurricanes are forecast to be intense 
(category 3 to 5 on the Saffir-Simpson 
scale). The one thing that no one can 
forecast is exactly where they will travel 
in their courses of destruction. 
With this in mind, it is never too 
early to prepare all stations for support 
operations. 


_ One of the key people for any 
emergency planning, training, or sup- 
port is the state Army MARS Emer- 
gency Director. Florida Army MARS 
has selected Bob Iannuzi/AAR4GL to 
serve in this capacity. The four emer- 
gency zones of the state will have emer- 
gency coordinators to assist in this vi- 
tal area of operations. Additionally, the 
telephone call up rosters for each zone 
are being updated. This updating is an 
ongoing need in every state since per- 
sonnel changes often make them obso- 
lete. With the anticipated issuance of 
the new emergency CONUS Emer- 
gency Oplan, Florida will be well pre- 
pared to handle any emergency that 
might occur. This state stands in the 
traditional paths of hurricanes and tropi- 
cal storms. It also receives flood wa- 
ters from the states to the north whose 
rivers drain through Florida on their 
way to the Gulf. All Army MARS 
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hopes Florida will have a quiet summer. 
If not, they are prepared. 


One Florida Army MARS mem- 
ber, George Skirven/AA V4KG, has al- 
ready proved the efficient workings of 
his auxiliary emergency power. He 
wrote the following note to me recently: 


“This morning at 0655, we lost 
all commercial power here in this part 
of Walton County that is supplied by 
CHELCO (ed. note — the local power 
company). 

“Everything worked just beauti- 
fully. Generator started as designed 
to leaving only a few lines to be con- 
nected from commercial outlets to the 
installed emergency power outlets. 
The power company, when contacted, 
stated that they did not know what hap- 
pened but that they were working on 
it. This was learned about 0710 after 
all the circuits were changed over 
manually. 


“At this writing (ed. note — 1042 
— four hours later), we are still on 
Emergency Power. It just goes to show 
that you never know when, not if, the 
commercial is going to fail.” 

George’s generator is a SKW 
which he has converted from a pull start 
to a battery powered starter. It is fed 
by an 18 gallon fuel tank and the gen- 
erator has a low-oil shut down provi- 
sion. He operates his generator for a 
minimum of 30 minutes every week in 
order to keep it in top running order. 


There are two 20 amp receptacles 
on the generator with one circuit cov- 
ering the radio shack and the other cov- 
ering needed AC power in the house. 
Emergency lighting is of 12V variety 
powered by 2 95 amp gel cells. 


With all bases covered, including 
the capability of lowering antennas un- 
til high tornadic winds subside, George 
can support any emergency requirement 
and does so in his northwest Florida 
location. This is the spirit of an Army 
MARS operator. 


Among other news from the East- 
ern Area, Ed Gause/AAA3SB has been 
instrumental in arranging phone patch 
connections with Army troops stationed 
in the Western Sahara. The soldiers 
there made use of the services provided 
by Army MARS as reflected in the fol- 
lowing note sent to Mr. Gause —— 

_ “My last American Contingent 
depart for pomean 15 January. Many 


of them used the MARS system and 


_were very pleased with the results. 


“Thank you for your support! 
It’s people like you who make our duty 
away from our loved ones and our 
country much more tolerable. 


“Warmest Regards, 


“LTC Bob Myers Senior US 
Military Observer” 


Part of the message traffic that 
helped to coordinate this operation of 
support confirmed the importance of 
Army MARS morale and welfare func- 
tions. While these are the media through 
which Army MARS members maintain 
their emergency support skills, these are _ 
also the media which can make a real 
difference in the lives of American sol- 
diers. One of the officers in the de- 
ployed unit stated that he wished that 
all soldiers could be reached before 
deployment so that they could “hit the 
ground looking for communications 


. support”. Many generals have stated 


that a happy soldier is very much more 
productive than an unhappy one. Army 
MARS members cannot overlook the 
importance of the morale function that 
they serve. 

Army MARS will continue. to 
serve American military personnel 
worldwide as well as to maintain the 
emergency/disaster communications 
support which is the primary mission 
of all MARS services. 

In so doing, MARS remains 


Proud, Professional, and Ready. 
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The US Air Force is celebrating 
it’s fiftieth anniversary this year (1947- 
1997) and the Postal Service has issued 
a commemorative postage stamp in that 
honor. 50 years! Some folks can re- 
member being in the “Army Air 
Corps”...there are many vets still among 
us who served in that branch, and have 
seen radio and electronics technology 
march by with amazing leaps forward. 
Nighttime precision bombing was one 
of their greater feats, owing to advanced 
bombsight design in the early ’40s. 
There have been many 
changes in communications practices 


since those days, too. Although hams - 


were not allowed to assist with military 
commo in those war days, world prob- 
lems now call for only non-reference 
to them on active military and MARS 
nets (minimize). MARSgrams and 
phone patching were common through 
1992, but now are getting some rest 
since the advent of the internet and it’s 
world-wide reach. There are also satel- 
lite communications on the DSN cir- 
cuits now, ever expanding the easy way 
to keep in contact from thousands of 
miles away virtually instantly. 

Some of us have seen it all, 
and remember the days when MARS 
gave non-stop assistance to military 
personnel with messages and phone 
patches. Those were the days when 
“real radios glowed in the dark” and not 
just anyone could tune a tube-type 
transceiver easily unless it was the usual 
operator - some old radios had a char- 
acter of their own. Today’s modern no- 
tune descendants are easily gotten on 
the air, but what a booger it is to pro- 
gram their microprocessors! 

A consistent effort is being 
made to keep our voice traffic nets op- 
erational. This has been a difficult task 
with the decrease in traffic on our day- 
time and nighttime 2S1 nets. All mem- 
bers are again asked to help generate 
additional traffic by sending messages 
to family and friends in or outside the 
Conus. This will also help others to 
understand what MARS is all about. 

Until we are again tasked 
heavily with Oconus traffic, we are be- 
ginning to hone our skills in emergency 
communications assistance for various 
government agencies. It seems that each 
year has it’s numerous periods of di- 
sasters. Storms, floodwater and fire are 
now this country’s worst enemy - they 
torment with impunity on unwary com- 


14 


munities. Without coordination com- 
munications, relief for hard-hit areas 
can be slowed. We must be prepared to 
help anyone, anytime with our commu- 
nications assets. 

AFF2E is patiently preparing his 
plans for our involvement, if it is ever 
needed. We must stay prepared by as- 
suring our equipment is in a high state 
of readiness at all times. 

We now have a new Administra- 
tive Officer in Region 2. We also re- 


member Josie Lesser and her excellent | 


work in this position. Her replacement 
is of equal ability and we are proud to 
have him aboard. Don McPherson, 
AFA2XW, is now AFF2A. SMDs or 


Correspondence 


After teaching Ham Radio for the last AX years | 
have come to the conclusions that there are two types 


of beginning Hams. 


|. The want to be a Ham". 


They want to become a Ham, but they think they 
can do it by studying five to fifteen minutes, a couple 


times a week. 


2. The Nedicated to become an Amateur Radio 


operator". 


They are dedicated to becoming an Amateur Ra- 
io operator and they are truly interested in learning 
| can tell after the first class who’ 
will have the honor of becoming Amateur Radio Operator 


about Ham Radio. 


and who won't 


It will not be the "Want to be a Ham", because it 
takes dedication and willingness to set aside at least an 
hour to night studying util 


sliding will not help 
to learn. ae 
Amateur Radio pea 
| Your Elmer, 


Just de icated students who want 
But studying is required to get an 


Clark J. Evans Sr WAYDLL 


Region Officials needing supplies 
should contact Don directly. Other 
members needing supplies should con- 
tact their SMD or ASMD. We have 
been complemented on our MTS, 
FYMON, Packet, NCS and Training 
Administrative nets. Congratulations to 
all Region Managers concerned. We | 
.now know that someone is listening to " 
and evaluating our operations! We have - 
also been told that most of our state 
administrative nets monitored were . 
very informative. Keep up the good 
work! oak 

The 1997 USAF MARS confer- 
ence will be held in Lynchburg, VA on 
8, 9, and 10 August. The affiliates in 
that area are busily preparing for us. - 
Please make plans to attend and sup- 
port this yearly get-together. There are 
always many good ideas passed around, 
and it’s always good to see old friends 
and talk to them in person. Final con- 
ference plans will be distributed in a 
mailing soon. 

AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an 
official United States Air Force release, 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Air Force or the MARS. ° 


ou get your license. Back 
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Electronic Warfare in WW2 
helped to lead to technology that we 
enjoy today. Cipher messages, thought 
to be secure by the enemy in the “big 
war’, were broken into readable text 
very easily after the code to their highly- 
secret cryptograph system was learned. 
The technology used to break their sys- 
tem is a story in itself - it was the dawn- 
ing of the age of computing on a large 
scale. The systems and machinery de- 
veloped to decode their messages were 
a technological break-through for that time. 

The Enigma, a simple-yet-complex “computer”, 
was an encryption machine that enjoyed widespread use in 


the German war effort during World War II, being used from 


the period before the invasion of Poland, and was still in use 
after the death of Hitler, although going through some de- 
sign changes. 


The machine was a mechanical device which con- 
tained a keyboard, three ‘rotors’, an array of lights, and a 
plugboard. The rotors were basically cylindrical parts with 
metallic contacts at either end. They were wired such that an 
electrical current coming into a contact on one side of the 
rotor emerged on the other side at a different point. These 
were placed end-to-end. At one end of the assembly, there 
was a ‘reflecting rotor’ which behaved just like a normal 
rotor, except that it returned electric current back through 
the rotor assembly. 

The keyboard was connected to this rotor assem- 
bly, as was a series of lights representing the letters of the 
alphabet. When the operator pressed a key on the keyboard, 
it caused the rotors to ‘step’ like an auto odometer. An elec- 
trical current traveled from that key through the rotor assem- 
bly and back out again, lighting up a letter on the array of 
lights, representing the encrypted or decrypted letter corre- 
sponding to the clear text. The plugboard made things a bit 
more difficult, in that it further shuffled the connections of 
the Enigmamachine. _In order to encrypt or decrypt some 
text, all operators had to know which order the rotors were 
to be inserted, what the initial positions of these were to be, 
and the positions of plugs in the plugboard, if any. These 
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by Carl Houston Jr. 


would either be sent in advance, noted in a long-term keylist, 
or would be transmitted along with the cyphertext. Later Ger- 
man additions included the ‘Uhrbox’ which changed the 
plugboard’s settings automatically every hour. 


The machine caused great confusion among AI- 
lied cryptoanalysists for some time, but eventually Polish 
mathematicians, working on a machine known as the Bombes, 
devised a way to determine the rotor settings. Their efforts 
were continued in England with cryptoanalysists working on 
machines known as Heath-Robinsons and later, a newer ver- 
sion of the Bombes, and the Amiga, which utilized massive 
parallel calculations to check combina- 
tions for the permutations of the 
Enigma. Across the Atlantic, in 
America, cryptoanalisysts there were 
working on a similar machine, known 
as the Autoscritcher (this work helped 
in the later construction of the 
Superscritcher). These machines were 
basically very fast versions of the 
Enigma machine, checking for possible 
combinations of rotors and rotor set- 
tings. They exploited some weaknesses 


of the German system: firstly, basic laziness, which led to a 
tendency to use simple starting rotor positions such as ‘AAA’, 
keys next to one another on the keyboard, or not changing 
rotors often. Also, the internal wiring of the rotors were not 
changed during the course of the war. 

These decryption machines were decisive in the 
outcome of the war, revealing communications which the 
Germans thought were absolutely secure. The work was also 
important in that it helped bring about transistor technology, 
multiplexing, and parallel processing in ways which greatly 
boosted the post-war design of computers. 

Incidentally, after encryption of messages, they 
were sent by CW over high-powered radios to ground, air, 
and fleet operators. If a German radioman missed many mes- 
sages, or the text wouldn’t decrypt in several messages, that 
operator was arrested and eventually sent away to an un- 
known fate. MORAL: practice your morse code frequently! 
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Searching For A Bargain Vacation? 

11th Hour Vacations is a company established to offer 
customers all of the cheapest holidays available at, as the 
name suggests, the eleventh hour. If you are looking for a 
cheap vacation, and have a flexible schedule, you may want 
to check their deals. Discounts of up to 80 percent on regular 
prices on cruises, hotel rooms, and air travel. World Wide 
Web: http://www. 11thhourvacations.com 


New South Polar Times 

Probably one of the world’s most unique fewepaners 
The New South Polar Times is a publication of staff of the 
Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station in Antarctica. The news- 
letter covers the scientific research going on at the station 
and daily life. You can also link to other stations and have 
your questions about life in Antarctica answered, World Wide 
Web: http://205.174.118.254/nspt/home.htm 


In The News - Unrest In Albania 

Some information and background surrounding the 
current civil unrest in Albania can be found on the Internet. 
The Albanian News currently has no edition online, because 
of new press censorship laws, but promises news soon, A 
special section on the collapse of the pyramid investment 
schemes is available on Albanian.com and the UN has a Web 
server in Tirana. Finally, a lot of discussion surrounding the 
situation is going on on Usenet in the soc.culture.albania 


newsgroup. World Wide Web: http://web.albaniannews.com/ — 


albaniannews World Wide Web: http://www.albanian.com 
World Wide Web: http://www.tirana.al Usenet: 
news:soc.culture.albania 


Windows 95 Help And Recommendations 
This Web site provides Windows 95 users with a se- 
lection of recommendations of helpful software and help for 
the operating system. It also includes a good selection of links 
designed to be useful and interesting to Windows 95 users. 
Visitors are recommended to check the software list for some 
great programs. World Wide Web:  http:// 
www.geocities.com/Silicon Valley/Heights/1094 


New York Times Book Review 


If you love books, you’ll know the New York Times : 


Book Review. This Web site includes the full text of both 
the current Sunday and daily reviews, and you can access 
several years of archives as well. There’s also some exclu- 
sive Web content, such as RealAudio book reading clips and 
the ever-popular New York Times Best Seller List. World 
Wide Web: http://www.nytimes.com/books/home 


The Queen Goes Surfing 


She may be one of the few people to have her own 


Web site but never actually has surfed the Internet. We don’t. 


know if the Queen does surf but somehow the image of her 
and Prince Philip checking out the latest cool site on Corgi 
dogs doesn’t quite seem right. But then again... The Queen’s 
Web site has information about her, the royal family and the 
institution that is the British royal family. World Wide Web: 

http://www.royal.gov.uk 


Keep Your Computer Up To Date 
Making sure your system has the latest software on 
board is the job of the Versions Web site. It’s a great free 


service that has only been discovered by 27,000 people, say 
the subscribers. The idea is simple, just give the Web site 
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you e-mail address and details of the software about which 
want to be kept updated. Each time a new version of one of 
your selected titles is released, you'll get a message advising 
you. World Wide Web: http://www.versions.com 


History Of The US Navy 


Although it might not be as old as mathematics, the 
US Navy has a fine and proud history, presented online at 
the Naval Historical Center official site. Visitors will find a 
history of the Navy and Naval Aviation. In addition, there’s 
an area of Naval Aviation news and information on fellow- 
ships and grants. 

World Wide Web: http://www. history.navy.mil 


A Great Web Index 


I know from the messages | get that Internet Update 
readers like to find.the useful and interesting sites on the 
Web, and not just the “kewl” ones, so I know you should 
enjoy this. It’s a small index that includes links to the some 


of the best destinations online, divided into 20 areas. You © 


won't find everything here, but you are sure to find at least 
one site of interest. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.comoflow.com 


Across America - Florida: 
One of the first Web sites we’ ve ever seen on a road is 
that of 1-24, a major highway in Florida. The Web site has 
details of events and happenings along the road. 


World Wide Web: http://edge.net/~doc 
Meta Index To Military And 
Intelligence Web Sites 


This Web page provides a comprehensive set of links 
to establishments of the United States and international mili- 
tary, police and intelligence community. It also covers gen- 
eral US federal agencies and the international section details 
a few British and Canadian organizations. World Wide Web: 
http://204.180.198.56:80/ajax/ajax.htm 


UFO Magazine 


Here’s a site that should be high on the bookmarks list 


of any X-Files fan. UFO Magazine’s Web site is the online 


version of a commercial magazine and includes material from 
the publication and more. The Web site is also promising to 
provide regularly updated news soon. World Wide Web: 
http://www.ufomagazine.com 


Follow The Space Shuttle Online 


The current Space Shuttle mission can be followed on the 
Web. In addition to all of the information on the NASA site, 
you can follow some of the events live online. Unlike some 
other systems, you don’t need extra software or plug-ins to watch 
this, just Netscape Navigator which supports server pushed 
graphics. There are several reflectors around the. world. World 
Wide Web: http://www. mattheij.nl/nipkow 


Inside PC 


Inside PC is an Internet-based onthe magazine for us- 


ers of Microsoft’s Windows 95 operating system. Several ar-. 


ticles are featured each month that review new hardware or soft- 


_ware or cover other items of interest. Current articles include a 


review of the Sound Blaster AWE 64, Netscape’s new Commu- 
nicator software and an article about new DVD-ROM drives. 
World Wide Web: http://intermag.ml.org/insidePC 
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Se 


Ofida Online. 


Central Florida's Premier Internet Provider Announces 


150 hours per month! qk 


(Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour ) 


Free Personal Home Pages! 


* °° * Text-Based Dial-In, Sing "at, ae 
po =. SLIP (Graphical) Avaya 
soe -and PPP (Graphical) %, 
Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! 


$ >», * Use Netscape fo surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
MWY) = shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


7a & Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
=| directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, all free! 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 


For more information, or to sign up, please call: 
In Brevard Toll-free statewide: 

ae: 635-8888 1-800-676-2599 
POWER BUF TAC MATERACT CN 


Florida Online 
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Southeast Chapter #12 - by Clifford E. 


Seale, W2MHF 


Andy Clark W4IYT presided over the Chapter 12 election 
meeting, which was held on January 18th at Her-Bets Restaurant. 
We have the following new officers: Husband & Wife, Dan W4DL, 
President and Aletha Laxson KF4PR, Vice-President. Our other 
Husband & Wife team: Art, W4V2. Treasurer, and Marian Rauch, 
WBA4REB, Secretary, agreed to serve as Officers again. They both 
have done an outstanding job over the past few years. 


Dan passed around a copy of his first Ham License, 4PA, 
received in 1924, and signed by Herbert Hoover, the Radio Com- 
missioner, who later became President of the United States. Dan 
also gave us some Interesting highlights of his Ham operating as a 
young teenager. 


The Chapter 12 Hospitality booth at the Miami Hamboree 
on February 1/2, was again a great success. We commend Kitty 
Starr K4PME, Tina Turnpaugh, and Ed. Turnpaugh, K4MAU, for 
setting up and running the Booth. We also thank all Chapter Mem- 
bers who donated the delicious goodies and equipment. 

After notice cards had been mailed, our February meeting 
was postponed for a week to February 22nd, by the Restaurant. 
When we arrived we saw tables and chairs stacked, people clean- 
ing out the Kitchen, no food etc. The Restaurant was being refur- 
bished by 

Herb and Betty, who had to take back the business after two 
years. Apparently it should have been a month meeting 
delay.(instead of land-line phone, CW would have been more ac- 
curate, Hi) Herb & Betty’s workers set up tables and chairs, and 
free coffee. Dan W4DL conducted his first meeting as President, 
with fourteen members and guests present. Chapter 12 meets on 
the third Saturday of each month, at Her-Bets Restaurant. 


Pelican Chapter #128 - by J. Frederick 


Strom, K9BSL 


The February meeting of the Pelican Chapter #128 was held 
at Stacey’s Buffet, at the Tyrone Gardens Shopping Center, lo- 
cated at 10th Avenue North, and 58th Street in St. Petersburg. There 
were 29 members and guests present. The first order of business 
was the introduction of the guest speaker, Mr. Bud Waldman, Au- 
diologist and owner of the Northeast Hearing Aid Center. Mr. 
Waldman gave a interesting talk on sound reproduction, , hearing 
and the use of hearing aids. After Mr. Waldman’s talk the Pelicans 
invaded the buffet bar and enjoyed a delicious meal. 


Treasurer, Don Bice gave the Treasurers report reporting 


that the Pelicans have $1329.00 in the Barnett Checking account — 


The Secretary, Jay read a application for membership from 
Frank Platner, W8GL. Jay made the motion that W8GL be accepted 
into membership, it was seconded by President Morgan, WB40OMG. 
The vote was unanimous, and Frank Platner, W8GL,was accepted 
as a member of the Pelican Chapter. 

Blanche Randles, W4GXZ, talked about Ethel Smith, 
K4LMB, and her history in QCWA as Business Manager, Secre- 
tary, and long time member, helping to form Quarter Century Wire- 
less Women. 

Bill Bell, K4AVH, called for Saturday Morning Net Con- 
trols, and they will be for March as follows: Ist Jay K9BSL, 8th, 
Harry K4WP, 15th, Bill K4AVH, 22nd, Bob KR8G, and 29th 
Blanche W4GXZ. 


John Edel, K8LBZ, gave a brief report on his attendance at 
the Orlando Hamcation and Blanche and Wes Randles, gave a re- 
port on their attendance and operation of the QCWA booth at the 
Miami Hamboree. John K8LBZ also mentioned that Croft Taylor, 
VE3CT would have been at the Pelican meeting but was not be- 
cause of Elizabeth being ill. 


A door prize was given away, it being a free subscrip- 
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tion to Florida Skip. It was won by Sybia Knust, XYL of Art 
W3WM. Again Secretary Jay, K9BSL ask that all renewals for 
Florida Skip be sent thru him as the Pelicans would obtain a couple 
dollars from each renewal and new subcription. 


At 13:45 the Pelican meeting was adjourned and again the 
“Big Brown Birds!’ descended upon the dessert bar. 


Hernando Chapter #148 - by Eunice Gordon 
W1UKR_ 


Our annual meeting was held January 15th with 34 mem- 
bers arid guests present. 

The following slate of officers was put before the members: 

Dick Baker WA40MxX, President 

Dick Bromley W1XJ, V President 

Bob Gordon WIKUL, Treasurer 

Eunice Gordon W1UKR, Secretary 

Frank McCarthy W1 YTB, Board Member 

Ed Handly W1OOR, Board Member 

Jordan Friedman WB2IMO, Board Member : 

Since there were no nominations from the floor, the Secre- 
tary. was told to cast one vote for the slate as presented. 

Door prizes were won by Beverly WB4MOY, Charlie 
WOGGU, and Henrietta xyl of W2IWA. 


Anniversaries for February are Linwood WR4SPR and 
Doris, Frank W1YTB and Rita, George K4EEP arid Mildred, Billy 
WE4C and Shirley N4MFV, Andy W4OVF arid Carol, Joe NIJMS 
and Martha, and Win KIBUM and Millie KD4PGW. 

Birthdays for February are Chuck N9CF, Leland W5KL, 
Bob WA4SLF, George K4EEP, Shirley N4MFV, and Ed WIOOR. 

It is that time of the year for scholarship applications to be 
applied for. Applicants must be licensed hams and pursuing or plan- 
ning to pursue courses leading to an academic degree at an accred- 
ited college. or university. They must be recommended by aQCWA 
member. They should request an application from FAR Scholar- 
ships, 6903 Rhode Island Ave. College Park, MD 20740 by April 
30. 


The February Meeting will be at Pier 688 on Wed. the 19th. — 
Hope we will see many of you there. 
Gator Chapter #32 - by Bart Bridge, W2ZYG 


The March meeting was attended by 44 members and guests. 
Visitors this month were Walt Supina N3WS, XYL AuraLee 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 
Then you should belong to the 
- Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 
159 E. 16th Ave, Dept S 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
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N3EPB, Ed Fedor WA20AO, Betty & Bud Keller K2HH and 
Howard Beard WA2FLX. We were all happy to see Enis and Doc 
Appleton K4RR at their first meeting since arriving from 
Hendersonville NC. We were surprised when Doc announced that 
they had sold their home here and were moving back to 
Hendersonville. Doc said it was too difficult to keep two homes. 
Another surprise when we learned that AnnaMarie and Harry Clare 
WB2TAL had also sold their Condo in Tarpon Springs and were 
moving back to their home in Utica NY. We will miss the Appletons 
and the Clares and hope to keep in contact on the ham bands. 


A letter was received from Janice Lentz saying they were all 
moved and settled in Asheville NC. She said that the local QCWA 
Chapter meets on a week day and she can’t attend the meetings 
because of work schedules. She went on to say she misses us all 
and sends her 73 & 88s. 

Treasurer Bill Carpenter N4PEO reported a balance on hand 
of $967.04. Dues have been received from all except six members. 

Birthdays this month are: Wes Randles W4COW, Freed 
Leedham W1WOX, Doc. Appleton K4RR, Frank Obenauf W2IAJ, 
Grace Bice wife of Don K4PCO, Collie Smith Wife of Len K4BDP, 
Bob Lentz husband of Janice K4IJK and Pierrette Marshall Wife 
of Walter WIRMR. Anniversaries this month are: Sylbia and Art 
Kunst W3WM, Grace and George-Seibert K4K VD, Ruth and Art 
Monsees W4BK and Effie and Fred Frick W4BN. 

The program this month was a demonstration of old radio 
equipment from the collection of our own John Smith W4ACB. 
John led off by showing us a crystal receiver constructed on a 
QUAKER OATS box. The glass bell jar keep itchy fingers from 
trying to adjust the cats whisker! John said that one time the 
QUAKER Company sold an OAT box with the wine coil already 
wound on it.(I never knew that) Next, Wes Randles W4COW fired 
up a genuine rotary spark gap transmitter. The demonstration lasted 
long enough for us to relish the smell of ozone as the sparks danced. 


Old timer Harold Johnson K46VB inspected the transmitter and - 


said it reminded him of his early days in ham radio. 

The program for the April meeting will be AWARDS day. 
Nine of our members will receive a Certificate showing that they 
have been selected as amember of THE QCWA CENTURY CLUB. 
This Certificate is given to members who by adding their years of 
QCWA membership to their age equal 100 or more. Nine of our 
membership will receive an Award showing their years of service 
as a Licensed Radio Amateur starting with 50 years. We have 
three with 70 years!’ Photos will be taken and an article will be 
submitted for the Journal. 

Our President Frank Obenauf W2IAJ edits a QCWA NEWS 
column for Florida Skip Magazine. (For the uninformed, this maga- 
zine is published in Melbourne FL by Gary Wentz KC4EHT and 
specializes in information of interest to the Florida Hams). It is 
published monthly and subscription rates are $12.00 a year, $23.00 
two years and $34.00 for three years. If you subscribe or renew 
your subscription through the Secretary, the Chapter will receive a 
rebate. Order blanks will be available at the meeting. 

The FCC has stopped sending out renewal notices. If you 
are amember of ARRL they will send you a 610 form prior to your 
license expiration date. If you are not an ARRL member and need 
a 610 form contact the Secretary. 

Gator Chapter Net meets an the K9BSL repeater Saturday 
mornings at 0900 local. The frequency is 145.290 down 600 KHz 
All are welcome. The Chapter meeting is held the first Saturday of 
every month at Stacey’s Buffet 1451 Missouri Avenue in the Mid- 
way Shopping Plaza, Clearwater. Lunch starts at 11:00 with the 
meeting at noon. See you there? 

The QCWA Journal is available on audio tapes for the sight 
impaired. This program is administered by Blanche Randles 
W4GXZ. If you know of a member who would like to receive 
this service, contact Blanche @ 813-870-0867. 
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WHEN/WHERE DOES YOUR 
CHAPTER MEET? | 


Florida has many visitors who are QCWA members and a 
might like to visit your Chapter if they knew when you meet. 
The following is a list of Chapters In Florida.’ Let us know 
when you meet. 

12 Southeast Florida 


32 Gator Chapter - Ist Sat. of each month, 
Stacey’s on Missouri Ave., 
Clearwater 11:30 AM 

3rd Sat. of each month, 
Stacey’s Wekiva Square, 
Altamonte Springs. 11:30 


45 Citrus Chapter - 


48 Treasure Coast 
_ 53 Suncoast Chapter 

62 Suwannee Chapter 

66 Spaceport Chapter 

84 Florala Chapter 

96 Gateway Chapter 

107 Central Florida 

111 Palm Beach Chapter 

121 Highlands Florida 

128 Pelican Chapter - 3rd Wed. of each month, 
Stacey’s Tyrone Gardens 
10 Ave & 28 St. No, St. Pe 
tersburg, 11:30 AM 


131 Gulf Coast Chapter 


148 Hernando Chapter - 3rd Wed. of each month, 


Pier 688, Rt. 41 So. 
11:30 AM 


152 Royal Palm Chapter 
173 Golden Triangle Chapter 


195 Sun City Ctr Chapter - 2nd Thursday of Jan., Mar., 
Sept.& Nov.Maggies Point 
Plaza, Ruskin. 11:30 AM 
196 Edison Chapter 


FLORIDA and GEORGIA Computer Shows 
April/May 1997 | 

Clearwater, FL 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Norcross, GA 

Tampa, FL 

Orlando, FL 


April 5-6 
April 12-13 
April 12-13 
April 19-20 
April 26 


Harborview Center 

War Memorial Auditorium 
North Atlanta Trade Center 
Florida State Fairgrounds 


Orlando Centroplex 
(Expo Center) 
April 27 Melbourne Auditorium 
May 3-4 
May 10-11 
May 17-18 
May 17-18 
May 24-25 
May 26 Clearwater, FL 
May 31/Jun! Jacksonville, FL Jacksonville Faigrounds 


Info: Marketpro (301) 984-0880 


Melbourne, FL 
Miami, FL 
West Palm Beach, FL 


Orlando, FL 
Norcross, GA 


Tampa, FL 


Dade County Fairgrounds 
South Florida Fairgrounds 


Central Florida Fairgrounds 
No. Atlanta! Trade Center 


Florida State Fairgrounds 
Harborview Center . 


SWFTN 

lam weeping tears of sorrow over our diminishing traf- 
fic count, which I suspect is due to the advent and popularity 
of E-mail. It is more fun to send messages by E-mail than by 
ham radio. It seems to me. that the more people we license 
into ham radio, the less concern for ham radio there is. All 
that seems to be important is to ge more people licensed. 
What ever happened to ham radio ethics? We are licensed 
because we perform a service to our country and the com- 
munity we live in. When these services diminish far enough 
due to the old timers dying off, then the Leo’s will take over 
and where will we be then? The newer group of licensees 
better start getting on the ball and start to take over responsi- 
bility or Amateur Radio will fall by the wayside. It is up to 
the newcomers, not the old timers to keep this hobby going. 
Producing more licensees won’t cut it. Creating more respon- 
sibility in those already licensed will. 

Enough of my soapbox, I guess. This month is Easter 
and one of the tree heaviest months for traffic, that is it used 
to be. We still have time to push the Easter traffic. Let’s see 
what we can do. 


We are of course, still hurting for Net Control Stations 
as well as Liaison Stations. I have had a lot of promises but 
no action. Talki is‘cheap, I will believe it when I hear them on 
the air. In the meantime, I will continue to hunt. 

My utmost thanks to those of you that are so stalwart 
and loyal. You are all doing double duty, I realize, and | 
thank you for it and hope that, in the future, it will ease up. 


73/88 Earl, K4FQU - Net Manager 
SEFTN 


The Southeast Florida Traffic/Training Net held 28 
consecutive sessions during February and logged 1030 sta- 
tions, 238 messages and 1586 minutes of net time. This was 
our 113th consecutive month with over 1000 stations check- 
ing into the net. KD4JMV was number 1000 for February 
and KE4ESV was NCS. Laura (WA9VND) will prepare a 
certificate for the occasion for KD4JMV. 

Honor roll for February with 100% participation, were: 
KD4GR, KD4HGU, N4ILN, KC4JNM, WB4PAM, 
WA9OVND, KB4WBY and KC4ZHF. 

Our early session logged 393 stations, 52 messages and 
371 minutes of net time during 28 sessions. 

Remember, 6:30 p.m. each Tuesday, “Traffic Tips”. 
If you have a subject you would like explained, just ask, and 
we will make that subject the object of a “traffic tips”. The 
subject for the last Tuesday of February was how to prepare 
and submit your monthly Station Activities Report, narrated 
by KD4GR. 

The Southeast Florida Traffic Handlers Guide has been 
updated for 1997. It now contains over 115 pages of useful 
traffic handling information. It is a “must” for the new traf- 
fic handler and is a handy reference source for the experi- 
enced. Contact Bob, KC4ZHF, to get your copy. 

The Southeast Florida Traffic Net meets daily at 6 p.m., 
local time, on 146.19/79 MHz Please check in early, par- 
ticularly if you have outgoing traffic. Also join our early 
session that is held daily at 11:30 a.m. with a representative 
going to the Florida Midday Traffic Net. 


73/88 Bob, KC4ZHF, Asst. Net Mgr. 
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QFN Report - February 1997 

Stats : 

Total: qni=693 qtc=559 qnd=975 

I guess I would characterize February as band chal- 
lenge month. Not only the usual phone QRM but more fronts 
and QRN as well as long skip. Those are all conditions that 
bring out the best or worst in us. It is especially frustrating to 
the NCS! Sending slower and putting extra space between 
letters and words may help the receiving station. When the 
skip is especially long or short,,passing the net to a distant or 
mid-state NCS may help the net run smoother. All of our 
regular NCS’s are capable of picking up the net on no no- 
tice. Volunteer helpers who send their prefix and wait for 
acknowledgement may also be appreciated by the NCS. With 
QRM often in our net area we should also remember to rock 
those dials to locate the net or a calling station. All are things 
that help us keep the traffic moving. 


My appreciation and congratulations to our NCS crew . 
and region reps who get the traffic through. It isn’t always 
easy. If some of you who haven’t been to 4rn or m5 would 
like to give it a try but are nervous, let me know and I or one 
of the regulars can go with you to help if needed. We need 
more region reps available! 

Easter traffic has started and all hands are needed on 
QFN - especially to move incoming traffic to destination cit- 
ies. We had about 100 fewer total QNI in February but only 
10 fewer QTC. We look forward to the new challenge and 
expect to get the job done as we uphold our A-1 reputation. 
My best wishes to all for a safe and happy Easter alee. 
season. 73/88 Phil KA4FZI NM 


QFNS 


QENS, the all Florida SLOW speed C. W. Traffic/Train- 
ing Net meets daily at 8 p.m. local time on 3.715 inthe Nov- _ 
ice portion of the band. All Novice/Tech + and higher li- 
cense class stations are welcome. If you are new to C.W. 
traffic handling, this is a great place to learn. Traffic training 
messages are available for you to copy just for the asking. 
KE4DNO authored a 48 message series that are delivered in 
the NTS format. Check in and ask for a “training message”. 


_ While the band has been less than desirable lately, we 
managed to log a QNI of 194, QTC 59 and QND 683 during 
28 sessions in February. There were still a few evenings 
when the band would not permit any net activity. 


We have picked up a couple of new members that check 


in nightly, or when the band permits, from out of state, N.Y. 
and Ga., KB2TCR and AD4AZ. Their participation is ap- 


. preciated but would really like to have some of the newer 


Florida stations participate. Those Net Control Stations or 
Net managers of local FM traffic nets might indicate to their 
members that a SLOW speed C.W. net is available for them 
and that their participation would be appreciated as well as 
give them some valuable experience in learning C.W. traffic 
handling. A good way to learn C.W. is through participa- 
tion. Mistakes are permitted on this net! 

QNI QFNS daily at 8 p.m., 3.517. 73/88 

Bob, KC4ZHF, Net Manager 
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SFL BBS Totals - Feb., 1997 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


NTS | PERS 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
7 398 
25 415 
2 188 
0 263 
-NO REPORT- 
1 379 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
0 278 
6 199 
-NO REPORT- 
256 5246 
176 4586 
558 3980 
185 7332 17557 
5 56 3704 
1 658 5149 
-NO REPORT- 
15 436 
1 229 
-NO REPORT- 
33 1501 
a 142 
6 199 
39 203 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
NTS TOTAL: 337 
Okay, take a look at those with NO REPORT this month. Are yo 
one of them? Do you WANT to lose our frequencies to commer- 
cial interests? Believe me, they want ‘em and if we don’t show we 
use them, we'll lose them! Think about it and let's do better next 
month! 
if you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities 
work with all types of bbs software, except TCP/IP (NOS.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS's should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
- Reports MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS activity for the 
previous month. Please participate! 
73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 
Florida. 


COSC CSS HE ASSESS E HARARE EKER KKH KKK REE EK KEKE EEE 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO AND THE 
MONTHLY LISTS! 


BUL TOT MSGS 


6878 
5897 
5740 
4303 


7283 
6337 
5930 
4566 


6376 6756 


6212 
6086 


6490 
6291 


5502 
4763 
4544 
25074 (GATEWAY) 
3765 
5808 


6156 
- 9003 


6607 
9233 


6082 
3228 
6086 
6090 


7616 
3374 
6291 
6332 


(PACKET/INTERNET GATEWAY) 


if http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


SOC SOS SSE SERA AAA A AREER AREER EK KEK EEE KEKE KK EERE KHER RKEEEEEKEKER 
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NFL BBS Totals - Feb., 1997 
Compiled by Dave Sutherland, NSGMU 


PERS NTS 


344 74 


6955 276 

3064 542 

2956 444 

4086 84 

3073 336 

6481 4362 31 


4478 261 73 

932 218 1 

26 476 26 
Total NTS traffic for NFL: 286 


SEND REPORTS: N4GMU @ N4GMU.#NFL.FL.USA.NA 
n4gmu @dibbs.com 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent 
keys in your area. 


KI4PQ - Dorothy L. Harlan, Panama City 
KA4LQP - Raemarie ‘Skip’ Smith, Panama City 
WBICDY - Edward B. Mitchell, Englewood 
WAITPS - Frances S. Egalka, St. Petersburg 
N2AOxX - R.H. Wisenbaker, Daytona Beach 


WM2Z - Walter G. Schleicher Jr., Sebastian 
W3GF - Merle A. Turner, Silver Springs 
KV4AM - Harold R. McBirney, Winter Springs 
K4BUU - Merlin Minkle, Ft. Pierce 

KD4IV - Philip J. Greven, Deland 

W4KEO - James P. Broome Jr., Tampa 
W4WAB - George A. Siragusa, Winter Park — 


Top Twenty Trafficers - Feb., 1997 
by AA4HT and WX4H 


Station Station 
WAANDA 
KB4WBY 
AB4XK 
KC4ZHF 
W4DL 
WD4IIO 
K4FQU 
KA4FZI 
WB4PAM | 
WV5Z 


April 1997+ SKRIP 


WX4H 
W3VR 
WAIVND 
W3CUL 
KE4DNO 
W7AMM 
K4SCL 
KA2YZM 


l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
1 


Bob Dary Checks In After 27 Years! 

The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now cel- 
ebrating it’s 67th year. The Knights meet every Sunday morn- 
ing at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 there have been 
544 permanent memberships awarded to amateur operators. 
The Knights always welcomes new members. A member- 
ship certificate is earned after five consecutive weekly check- 
ins to the net. And here goes the Knightly News: 

Well, it seems the net may have broken a couple of 
historical records last month. Bob Dary, K4VDX of Ocala 
checked in to the net in March. What was unusual was that 
Bob, who is member number 293, hasn’t checked in for 27 
years! Bob was out of amateur radio for many years and re- 
cently upgraded and has returned. He noted that he remem- 
bered some of the present members from years ago, includ- 
ing Andy, W4IYT of Miami Springs. He also recalled that 
the Master Oscillator back then was W40VO, Jesse. 

: Welcome back Bob, and next time don’t stay away 
so long! Thanks also to Jay, K9BSL who looked up Bob’s 
number from the Knight’s records from back then. 

Bob W4KOG of North Palm Beach, had been tak- 
ing over the Sunday sessions of the net but didn’t arrive one 
Sunday last month and Marian, KC4MFT of New Port Richey 
took over the net and did a wonderful job. 

: Marion and husband Doug, N4SLS have been long 
time regular members of the net. I believe it may be said that 
Marion is the first female to take over the Master Oscillator 
duties in the 67 year history of the net. Another history-mak- 
ing footnote in the Knights of the Kilocycle log! Marion also 
was at the top of the net rollcall in March for having made 
the most continuous checkins. 

Andy, W4IYT, of Miami Springs was busy last 
month video taping for his public access TV show on cable 
television in Miami. He taped the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Miami Springs. Andy has available a video of the Miami 
Ham Fest that he has volunteered to lend to anyone if they 
will pay the postage when they return it to him. 


Nearly Half of PC Users are Online 


Odyssey, a market research firm, found 46 percent of 
home computer users are on the Internet or an online ser- 
vice. Women and children combined make up 44 percent of 
users, a radical change from just a few years ago. 


Odysseys’ Homefront survey examined what is. hap- 
pening in homes with personal computers. The survey found 
e-mail is still the number one attraction and users are online 
an average of 9.4 hours per week. On the average, home us- 
ers are sending 12 messages per week and receiving 16. Al- 
most all of the messages are traveling between family and 
friends. | 

_ The big winner in Odyssey’s survey is America Online. 
While the company may be weighted with financial, legal 
and access problems, the online leader is rapidly distancing 
itself from other online services. As of January, 1997, AOL 
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And speaking of parades, Doug and Marion attended 
the big parade in New Port Richey. They reported the parade 
lasted two and one-half hours. 

Stan, W4JKK of Sebastian met his daughter in Or- 
lando as she was traveling to a church meeting. Stan’s ham 
shack overlooks his backyard lake where he keeps his Hobie 
Cat. Captain Stan can be spotten on sunny days cruising the 
lake. We’re not sure if he’s equipped with a marine mobile 
radio. 

Dorothy, N4TXT of Springhill has returned from 
traveling to Branson, Missouri to visit her 99 year old mother. 
But on her return she had some bad luck when she fell and 
bruised her eyes and nose. Dorothy said she had to miss 
church because she was afraid her bruised eyes would scare 
the parishoners. Hope all is better now, Dorothy! 


K8QYT, Jim of Englewood is welcomed to the net. 
He’s at this writing almost made his five consecutive checkins 
required for membership and most likely will have become a 
member by the time this appears. Jim said he was alerted to 
the net through the articles in the Florida Skip. Glad you 
were reading about us and welcome aboard! 

Also heard was KA4YCL, Burt of Dunnellon and , 
W2TUC, Bob. Burt is also a MARS military station and Bob. 
was mobile to the net from Miami on a 60' wire. 


For those who have computers and internet access, 
please check out my web site at: http://members.aol.com/ 
browne. I have music on most of the pages and even morse 
code playing in the background on the ham pages. The ama- 
teur radio pages include Florida and Southwest Florida ham 
info, listings of area hams in three counties, online callbooks, 
and the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as well as two 
QCWA chapter newsletters briefs. Also check out the ham 
radio web links. The Knights encourage new check-ins each 
Sunday morning to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us 
each Sunday at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know 
what’s been happening in your town. We welcome all hams 
from anyone that can hear us. Invite your friends to listen 
and call in Sunday morning. See you all on Sunday morning.. 


holds a 22 percent market share, while CompuServe, Prodigy 
and Microsoft Network hold 4, 3 and 2 percent, respectively. 

Odyssey President Nick Donatiello, said, “This data 
reinforces the idea that two industries in particular, televi- 
sion and long-distance providers, need to pay close atten- 
tion to what is happening online. 

Television is the activity one-third of uses say they 
are decreasing to be online. Household chores, book read- 
ing, family time and going out were also listed, but all were 
far less than the 30 percent share held by TV. 

Donatiello said long-distance carriers need to recog- 
nize users are choosing e-mail as a far more affordable means 
of staying in touch with family than long distance calls. 

The survey also said about 17 percent of all house- 
holds have computers. The company’s research is based on 
interviews with 2,500 consumers 


Newsbytes 
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_ Upcoming Shows in Florida - Mar., 1997 


‘Compiled by 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


‘97 Atlanta HamFestival 


& Computer Expo 
June 21 & 22, 1997 
City Hall East Exhibition Center 
640 North Ave. - Atlanta, GA 


* EXCELLENT Location * Prizes 
* Lots of FREE Parking * Manufacturers 
* Covered Tailgating! * Forums 
* Indoor Flea Market! * Computers 
* Dealers * Software 
* Exams * Electronics 
Georgia 
Tickets $6 in advance, $8 at the door State 
Talk-In at 146.820(-); alternate at 145.35(-) Convention 


For More Information: | 


Commercial Exhibitors: e-mail dickb@akorn.net or call 770-466-0099 
Flea Market Vendors: e-mail BillW4LFC@juno.com, or fax 770-493-6982 
or mail request to: P. O. Box 942150, Atlanta, GA 31141-2150 


General Information available at: http://www.saf.com/are (or chairman 'Ifc at 770-493-8438) 
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FOR SALE - Hygain HD-54 crankup tower 54 ft. + ham IV - 


+ tiltover winch. Located in South Dade Couty. E-mail only 
to k1fjm@aol.com. 


WANTED - Collins “S”Line, 516F2, DLI 75A3, 75A4, 
SM1,2,3, KWM2A, KWSI etc. TOP PRICES PAID. Call 
anytime. John, 5795 La Paseos, Greenacres, FL 33463. Ph: 
1-561-439-0711. iS 


FOR SALE - 100' Tower, guyed 2' triangular, ten foot sec- 
tions, MIL Type AB-105C, structural grade steel, ExHD 
Galvanizing. Dismantled, ready to go. Includes 1/4" guy wire, 
and screw anchors. All Excellent Condition. Full details 
Phone/FAX. Jim Card, W9GLR, Polk City, FL (941) 984- 
1317. 


FOR SALE - Selling antenna tower. Aluminum crankup with 
3 element beam and rotator, Heath 2-meter power amp. and 
misc. parts. Call Paul Schlie, W2SQE for details at 561-489- 
6710. 


FOR SALE - New original box, never used, Cushcraft an- 
tenna, 3WS 12/17 - $200.00. Turner mike 3 Plus - $30.00. 
SP520 Kenwood Speaker - $20.00. Daiwa RF Speech Pro- 
cessor - $50.00. Heathkit Mike Equalizer HD1986 - $25.00. 
Heathkit Headset - $10.00. Millen Grid Dip Meter Mint - 
$70.00. Shure 444 Mike - $20.00. Henry Haayen, WD4PTO. 
PO Box 660189, Miami, FL 33266. Ph: 305-871-7232. 


FOR SALE - Handi-Talkies (2) 2 meters ICOM, Model 
1C02/AT (with expanded 130-170 MHz TX & RX) & rapid 
charger. Also Yaesu 440 MHz Model FT-709/R w/ charger, 
both like NEW with rebuilt batteries. $130.00 ea. (shipped 
to Fla. address) K8I1YZ, PO Box 4452, Homosassa Springs, 
FL 34447. Ph: 352-628-4522. 


The Weight Loss Patch that works! It has been selling like 
hotcakes and consists. of a seaweed similar to kelp called 
Fucos. It speeds up metabolism, cures the appetite and im- 
proves muscle mass. Just apply patch to non-hairy parts of 
the body daily. It costs $157.95 for a two-month supply and 
one business center. You sign up two people over and over 
and eventually earn $2500.00 weekly guaranteed. Call con- 
ference 916-688-5005, M-Th, 4:30PM-10:00PM or Fax 517- 
703-6180. us 


—$—$—$———— Ea 
| Pao SKIP 
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! i Melbourne, FL OMe 
| cae Callsign 
| 
O New = | 
, O Renewal i Address 
O Change Information g 
| O One Year $12.00° ee ee ue Ge ate 
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